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Dates to Remember:

December

7  PTO Meeting 7:00 p.m.

9 Early Release—12:10 PM Dismissal

11 Report Cards Grades 1 & 2

16 School Council Meeting 4:30 p.m.

17 ECC PTO Staff Holiday Luncheon

23 Last full day of school before
Holiday Break

24 NO SCHOOL—HOLIDAY BREAK
BEGINS

January

4  Return to School

18 No School—Martin Luther King
Day
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ECC Stars/Character Education

November's character trait of the month was team-
work. Each grade level talked and read stories about,
and did activities on the topics of sharing, cooperation,
sportsmanship and patience. Each class and grade level
focused a lot on being thankful as well. We want all
Y¢ children to be thankful for everything they have and
¢ realize that the holidays are not only the time of year to

be thankful. They should be thankful throughout the

year for everything they have and are able to do.
* The ECC STAR theme for the month of December is
Jc achievement. Again, each grade level will cover this
Y topic once a week, for at least 30 minutes a week,
¢ through stories, discussions and activities. We hope that

you will continue to encourage and emphasize these

positive character traits at home.

To review, so far this year we have worked on caring,

PAg safety and teamwork. These traits are not only worked
¥ for a month; they are continually pointed out and built
upon through the course of the school year. We are
teaching the children of the ECC how to be the best
they can be all the time, at school, at home and in the
community.

We are very proud of how hard our ECC STAR stu-
Y% dents are working on these qualities this year. Thank
S you for your continued support at home.
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Website: http://www.abingtonps.info
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Nurse’s Corner

Holiday time is supposed to be fun, but it can be stressful

as parents are pulled in many directions. Here are a few

tips that may help next time you feel overwhelmed:

1. Take a deep breath. And another. Then remember,
YOU are the adult.

2. Close your eyes and imagine you're hearing what your
child is about to hear.

3. Putyourself in a time-out chair. Think about why you
are stressed: Is it your child, or is your child a conven-
ient target for your stress?

You'll feel better...and so will your child.

December 2009
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Reading Count
Reading Counts is off to a great start. Both students and
teachers are ready to read even more books this year! Our
first Point Trading Day for Grade Two is on December 11th.
As the holidays approach, remember books make great gifts.
Look for book titles and ideas in the December issue of the
“Reading Connection” which will be sent home soon.

Happy Holidays from the Reading Department

Agttendance

TResearch shows that Children who are ih SChool most of
the time do better on state tests. Studies also show that
students who are absent more often SCore |ower on State
tests.

Being late or |eaVing early from sChool hurts a child’s learnh-

ing, t00. A student who is 10 minutes late or is dismissed
early every day will miss 30 hours of instruction during the
year. Please, if at all possible, schedule family Vacations dur-
ing the scheduled vacation periods in the SChool| year SO Stu-
dents do not miss Valuable instructional time.

Children can make up ah assighment, but they Cah never
get back what’s most important: the discussion, the ques-
tions, the explahations by the teacher and the thinking that
makes |earhing come alive.

Your child’s success in school depends on having a solid
educational background-one that Can only be gained through



ISSUE #12.4

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
SCHOOL COUNCIL

On November 18th, the School Council met in the ECC
Conference Room.

A level service school budget plan for the 2010-2011
school year was discussed. Recommendations to restore
positions cut were included.

At the December meeting, the parent surveys that were
distributed during parent conferences will start to be tallied
to develop the 2010-2011 School Improvement Plan and to
create our budget priorities for 2010-2011. Our Council
representatives are: Nancy Clancy, Julie Laszczak, Katie
Minnehan, Angie Cruz, Diane Kane, Jeannette Libby and
Inga Wronski. Jim West is the School Committee Liaison,
Steve Siroonian is our Community Member and Ann
Harper serves as Administrator.

Our next meeting will be at 4:30 PM on Wednesday,
December 16, 2009.
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REMINDER

Please no valuable items should be coming to school.
Please be sure your child wears warm clothing, includ-
ing coat, hat & gloves, for outdoor recess time.
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REMINDER

A student must live i the
Town of Abington to attend
Abington Public Schools.
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JUST A REMINDER:

There are a small number of residents in the Town
of Abington who have been classified as sex of-
fenders. The Abington Police Department main-
tains and disseminates information concerning reg-
istered sex offenders in accordance with Massa-

chusetts General Laws. Additional information is

available at the Abington Police Department web-
site (www.abingtonpolice.org). For information
concerning offenders that live or work in Abington,
contact Sergeant Kevin Force, Abington Police De-
partment (781-878-3232).
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HOUSE & GRILLE

$10.00 gift certificates available
for purchase at the ECC office.

Proceeds will give staff and students of the
ECC the opportunity to access updated
technological materials.
Please make check payable

to the ECC-PTO. Thank you.

WEB PAGE
Be Sure to visit the Abington Public Schools
website,
http://www.abingtonps.info, to supply your
email address to our district mailing list, so
you can receive news and information from
your child’s school.

Parent Teacher Organization

The PTO met on November 2, 2009

e Enrichment Programs:

12/8/09 Grades 1 & 2 ~ Observing Air Flight

12/10/09 Preschool ~ Dino Dig

12/11/09 Kindergarten ~ Observing Electricity/
Magnets

e Box Tops for Educations Please collect General
Mills/Betty Crocker boxtops and labels; they are worth
money for the school. We are asking each child to try
to contribute 2 or more labels per month. Over
$2,000 was raised last year. Check the boxtops web-
site www.boxtops4education.com for information.
Enter your email address, and $1.00 will be added to
the ECC account.

e Papa Ginoe's—every 2nd Wednesday of each month
20% of all sales generated by ECC parents will be do-
nated to the ECC. Please remember to give the flyer
that comes home with your child to Papa Gino’s so
the ECC will receive the credit. Delivery is free.

e $nacks—Quaker Snack Mix is sold daily for $.50 per
bag.
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